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COMMENT ON THE PAPER "SIMPLE EVALUATION OF ENANTIOMER-SELECTIVITY OF CROWN ETHER

USING MEMBRANE ELECTRODE'" BY Y. YASAKA ET AL.l)

Wilhelm SIMON and Vladimir PRELOG
Laboratorium fUr organische Chemie, Eidg. Technische Hochschule,

Universitdtstr. 16, 8092 Zurich, Switzerland

In the paper mentioned in the title the authors describe the evaluation
of enantiomer-selectivity of chiral crown ethers by measuring electrical potential
differences on electrochemical cell assemblies with PVC membranes containing
these chiral ionophores. Their communication gives the impression that the
evaluation of enantiomer-selectivity of chiral ionophores by electrochemical
methods, which were developed in our laboratory beginning 19662), is a novel
one because they do not refer to our previous work. We would like to point
out that we published our first paper on electrochemical detection of enantiomer-
selectivity in 19753), and that several subsequent papers from our laboratory
appeared since then not only in the primary and referring journals, but also

in review articles4)’5)’6)’7)’8).
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Reply to comment.

Yuta YASAKA, Takashi YAMAMOTO, Keiichi KIMURA, and Toshiyuki SHONO
Department of Applied Chemistry, Faculty of Engineering,

Osaka University, Yamadakami, Suita, Osaka 565

We believe that our compound is one of a few examples that shows
distinct enantiomer-selectivity by the electrochemical method with a
membrane electrode. We regret that we failed to refer to the
previous works, and have no intention to insist on the priority to

the electrochemical method itself.

(Received December 25, 1980)





